Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Monday 11 April, 2011, at 7.00. pm in the Community Centre, St Day.

Present:
Cllrs. P Bray, R Dyer, G Nankivell, J. Newcombe, S Penny, G Ross and L Trotter.


Clerk S. Edwards.


Cllr M Kaczmarek (CC).


6 members of the public.


Ryan Law of the Geothermal Project

1. Apologies and Chairman’s remarks.

There were no apologies.

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained its purpose.

2. Confirmation of the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Monday 12 April, 2010.


RESOLVED that the Minutes be confirmed as a true and correct record of the proceedings and signed by the Chairman.

3. Report by the Chairman on the activities of the Parish Council during the year 2009/10.

The Chairman gave the following report:

· The Parish Council continues to finance street cleaning, opening of the WCs, grass cutting in the churchyard and burial ground, trimming of footpaths and the St Day in Bloom contest. It also makes contributions to various groups which benefit the parish.

· During the year Cllr Brod Ross moved away from the parish and was replaced by Lesley Trotter

· He thanked those people who organise the quarterly newsletter, which, following the demise of Action St Day, is now published by the Parish Council.

· The effects of the Cornwall Council cutbacks are still uncertain. The Parish Council has been asked to take over ownership of the Town Clock and War Memorial building and a survey has shown that considerable repair work will be needed.

· The outdoor exercise equipment at Wheal Jewell is now completely installed and in use.

· Brain Chapman has taken over the street cleaning duties and is doing an excellent job

· He thanked the volunteers who regularly take part in organised litter picks and said that Cornwall Council is continually being asked to clean the roads to Scorrier and Redruth.

· The council considered 35 planning applications during the year which was an increase on previous years. Most were supported but several applications were withdrawn. 27 approvals were granted by Cornwall Council.

· The Council has complained to Cornwall Council about the state of the roads and, although some work has been done, Trefula Hill remains a problem.

· The Parish Council continues to press Cornwall Council on outstanding enforcement issues in the parish.

· He thanked Cllr Kaczmarek for his help over the past year and also thanked fellow Parish Councillors and the Clerk for their support.

4.
Report by Cornwall Councillor on activities during the year 2010/11.

Cllr. Kaczmarek gave the following report:
· Permission has been granted for a new waste transfer station at Pool. He welcomed this as it meant that United Downs will not be used.

· Cornwall Council has almost £5m in additional funding for road repairs and Trefula Hill will be repaired.

· He has pressed Cornwall Council and has been assured that the roads to Scorrier & Redruth will be cleaned, hopefully next week.

· Cornwall Council has received a £2m homes bonus from the government but this is not ring fenced for housing.

5.
Report by the Clerk on the details of the audit for the financial year 2009/10.


The Clerk reported that the accounts had been inspected and signed off by the District Audit with no items brought forward for the Council’s consideration. 

6.
Statement of accounts for the financial year 2010/11.


The Clerk read out an analysis of accounts showing a balance of £20,948.56.

A member of the public asked about the low interest received on balances and the Clerk explained that no higher rates are available.

RESOLVED to accept the statement of accounts.

7.
Talk by Ryan Law on the Geothermal Project at United Downs.

Ryan Law made the following points:

· This is to be the first geothermal plant in the UK and Cornwall is the hotspot for geothermal energy
· Work on the project started 3 years ago and planning permission for the drilling and the plant was given last year.

· The drilling will go down to 4½km and the noise from this will be the main drawback. The final plant should be quiet.
· It is an expensive and high risk project which will cost around £48m. The first well (there will be 3 in all) will cost around £12m and there is a 50-60% chance of failure. The first well will be drilled in the early part of 2012, finances permitting. It will take 4 months and the drilling will be continuous. The quietest rig has been chosen and two sound retaining walls will be built.
· If well one is successful, two more will be drilled in 2013 and the plant will be put on top. 

· He stressed the high risk and said that therefore the timescale is not fixed.

· Electricity and heat will be produced; the electricity will be sold to the National Grid but the heat can only be used locally.

· If well one is successful, talks will start with local councils and other parties about how best to use the heat – district heating is a possibility and if this happens private partners may come in to develop the pipe network needed. The hot water may also be used for industrial/agricultural use. The temperature should be around 100ºF once the electricity has been taken off and it only drops by 0.5ºF for each kilometre the water travels. Enough hot water could be produced to run 20 hospitals for 20 hrs per day.

· A Community Liaison Group has been set up to meet monthly and will be told of the definite timetable once funding has been confirmed. He agreed that another way of getting information out would be via the Parish Newsletter and suggested that the Clerk should contact his office to arrange this.
· Most of the funding for the project has come from industrial partners, mainly oil and gas companies and mainly from the UK.

· If the project succeeds there should be spin offs in many areas of employment.

· There will be no additional radon gas danger from the project.

8.
Public discussion.


The following items were raised:
· The fencing at the Wheal Jewell play area is being vandalised and there is also under age drinking there. The Clerk agreed to contact the police on this subject.

· What is the programme for ditch clearing by Cormac and what instructions are they given on how to carry out the work? Cllr Kaczmarek said that there is no 13 week programme for ditch clearance at the moment and that work is being carried out when it needs to be done. He agreed to obtain the new programme when the redundancy programme is complete. He also agreed that it is usually not appropriate to leave the waste from ditches by the side of the ditch where it can fall back into the ditch. He would raise this matter again with Cormac.

The meeting closed at 08.06 pm.
